
5.1.6 
Teaching Effectiveness 

 
Introduction 
My first experience teaching was as a graduate student at the University of Colorado Boulder.  I 
fell in love with teaching and learning immediately. At that time, I was not sure what I wanted to do 
with my life but I knew I wanted to be involved with educating people. Later working in the 
restaurant industry, I found myself educating employees on everything from sanitation to steps-
of-service. My experience with training and development in the restaurant industry led me back to 
graduate school to study instructional design and technology. 
 
I spent a few years teaching at Regis University in Colorado. This is where I first began teaching 
online. My experience teaching at Regis convinced me that online learning can be just as good as, 
if not better, than face-to-face instruction. I began teaching online in 2003; and I have taught at 
least one online course every year since then. 
 
I love online learning in part because it enables busy adults like myself to continue their education 
by enabling them to learn at their own time. But I struggle at times with the way we talk about 
online learning—like it is just something anyone can easily add onto an already over burden life.  
Online learning is not easy. A good online course should be just as rigorous, rewarding, and fun 
as an equivalent face-to-face course.  
 
As an educator, I strive to design learning experiences that are relevant, authentic, flexible, and 
student centered. I take my students feedback very seriously and I try to continually update and 
improve the courses I teach while also collecting data on what works and what does not work 
each semester.  
 
I began teaching EDTECH 506 Instructional Message Design (sample syllabi for each course are 
included with the supplemental teaching materials) here at Boise State as an adjunct in 2011. It 
might be my favorite course to teach. EDTECH 506 helps students see the world around them 
differently. I later began teaching EDTECH 502 Internet for Educators.  This course can be 
challenging because it involves 
teaching educators how to create 
websites using HTML, CSS, and 
Adobe Dreamweaver. I have found 
though over the years that all of our 
students have the skills and abilities 
to create instructional webpages—it 
just takes time and effort. I recently began teaching EDTECH 512 Online Course Design as well. 
This course teaches students how to follow an instructional systems design model to design and 
develop a five module fully online course—typically in a learning management system.  
 
Whatever I teach, I strive to support my students in any way that I can. I create dozens of 
instructional videos each semester (see the supplemental teaching materials) and I even provide 
video feedback on specific assignments. My specific use of instructional video has been well 
received by students over the years.  My teaching evaluations (see section 5.1.6.2), as well as 
some anecdotal evidence provided in section 5.1.6.4, demonstrates that students recognize and 
appreciate the time I take to support them in learning highly technical skills and abilities in a fully 
online learning environment. 

Teaching at a Glance (since 2011) 
• 3	  different	  online	  graduate	  courses	  
• 4.66	  average	  student	  rating	  of	  course	  design	  
• 4.80	  average	  student	  rating	  of	  professor	  
	  




